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MISSION:
To Intentionally Grow Our
Relationship with Jesus Christ,
Share Our Faith

with Others, and Serve God’s
Church, Community and World.

WORSHIP
SERVICES
Traditional
at 8:30 a.m. in the
Sanctuary...is a full
traditional service using
hymns and liturgy.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School for all Ages

Contemporary
at 11:00 a.m. in the
Worship Center….is a
contemporary service where
praise songs are led by the
Uplifters praise band and
singers. Multimedia supports
the entire service.
Children’s Church
Children’s Church is
available during the
Contemporary Service for
children ages 4 through third
grade in the sanctuary
following the Children’s
Message, on the 2nd, 3rd &
4th Sundays.

Every 5th Sunday
is a Unity Service
at 10:00 a.m.

LOGO’S
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
& DINNER

Wednesday, December 19
6:00 PM ~ Worship Center
Youth Free-Will Fundraiser Meal
Proceeds to go toward Youth Rally 2019

Followed by Christmas Musical

The Pastor’s Perspective
The Great Song Debate
Throughout Christian history, the season of Advent has been a time of
preparation and anticipation. We prepare for the Advent (coming) of
Christ as we also celebrate/remember the first time he came to earth.
We anticipate gifts, parties, decorations and family. We also anticipate
being filled with the amazing and awesome presence of God in Christ.
One of the best ways this is felt is through the songs of the season.
There is a long running debate in theological circles about when a
church should sing Christmas carols. One school of thought is that the
songs of Christmas need to be saved for the actual season of Christmas
(beginning on Christmas Eve and running until Epiphany – Jan. 6, 2019).
Advent is reserved for songs and attitudes of anticipation, longing and
prayer. Christmas is a sacred time of celebrating Joy To The World. The
other school of thought says that Christmas Carols are appropriate during Advent because they foretell the joy that comes with Christ. In addition, traditional songs are a big part of our cultural celebrations. It is
impossible to avoid these songs during this time of year. This sounds a
bit like, “everyone else is doing it so we might as well too.” But it really
is a way to embrace the culture with the Good News of Jesus. I fall into
this latter school of thought. We have way to much great music and
messages to reserve them only for a short window of time we call the
“official” Christmas Season. I encourage you to sing, celebrate, and
proclaim this most wonderful time of the year.
Blessings, Pastor Carl

Prayer Request
Family of Bradley Brandon
Family of Dr. J. Paul Guidry
Family of Shane Hall
Family of Ron Richmond
Family of Dale Belshe
Mya Terry
(Linsley's Granddaughter,
Sturge –Weber Syndrome)

Marsha Brower
(Broken Shoulder, Health Concerns)

Tanya Schmidt
(Health Concerns)

Lindsay Ritter
(Donating Kidney to Brother, Dec. 26)

Troy Ritter
(Receiving Kidney from sister, Dec. 26)

Betty Rayfield
(Fluid Retention & Diabetic Issues)

December/January Birthdays & Anniversaries
1. Stan Jones, Grant Jones
4. Lewis Meisner
5. Joyce Allen, Linda Miller
Randy & Martina Miller (Anniversary)
7. Nate Burkholder
9. Brad & Deidre Ritter (Anniversary)
11.Brenda Ronchetto
12.Roscoe Rucker, Grace Smith
13.Brad Smith
14.Dan Bramer, Sarah Smith
16.Roscoe & Michelle Rucker (Anniversary)
18.Allison Simons
Kaden Truitt
19.Justin Kelly
21. Ben Coleman
Jon & JoVaughn Kelly (Anniversary)
22.Bobby Truitt
Ben & Nancy Coleman (Anniversary)
29. Luella Brown
31.Pastor Carl Knapp

2. Edith Hearrold
3. Jon Kelly
4. Katie Nelson
7. Deidre Ritter
10.Shari Dye
15. Scott Burdin
16.Maria Smith
18.Marleigh Brown, Lynn Herndon
23.George Roth
24.Sandy Dutton
26. Sita Ferguson
28.Mary Ahlbom
George & Cleva Roth (Anniversary)
30.Randy Miller
31.Owen Burdin

TUESDAY LUNCH TIME BIBLE STUDY

Please join us at noon on Tuesdays, as we study the book of Matthew. Facilitated by Pastor Carl Knapp.

UMM BREAKFAST MEETING

The United Methodist Men will meet for their monthly breakfast meeting on Sunday, December 2 at 7:15 a.m.

LOCH HAVEN NURSING HOME SERVICE

The Loch Haven Nursing Home will have their monthly worship service on
Sunday, December 2 at 2:00 p.m. in the North Activity Room. Everyone is invited!
SERVING TEAM MEETING
The Serving Team will meet on Thursday, December 6 at 6:30 p.m.

A CHRISTMAS UPLIFTER’S WORSHIP SERVICE
Come, Worship & Adore
Sunday, December 16 at 6: p.m. in the Worship Center

A STAR IS BORN ~ LOGO’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM & DINNER

Wednesday, December 16 at 6:00 p.m. in the Worship Center.
Free-will Offering Meal provided by Youth Group followed by Christmas Program

MACON COUNTY MINISTRIES FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Macon County Ministries food distribution will be Tuesday, December 18
from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. at 305 Sunset Hills.
The office will be closed from 11:45 - 2:15 p.m. so the staff can volunteer at the distribution.

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING

The Ad Council will not meet in December. See you next year!

Church Office Holiday Hours
December 24 - 8 a.m. - Noon
December 25 - Closed
December 26 - Closed
Attendance
& Offering
Summary

October Average

December 31 - Closed
January 1 - Closed

2017

2018

Worship Attendance 147
74
Sunday School
Offering
$5,281

124
58
$4,418

November Average

2017

Worship Attendance 149
75
Sunday School
Offering
$5,782

2018
134
66
$6,027

UMM & Vertical Youth Group
Fall Clean Up
A large number of adults, youth, and children joined the United Methodist Men in their annual fall
clean up on Sunday, November 18. Volunteers raked leaves, cleaned out gutters, and moved patio
furniture. Fellowship, pizza & a bonfire afterwards was a delightful bonus! Thank you to everyone
who participated in making this such an enjoyable ministry.

Thanks so much for raking my leaves. I really appreciate it! - Mrs. Louise DeLine
Thank you so much for raking our leaves.
We really appreciate all the youth & the men who helped. - Ernest & Norma Esry
A special thank you to the UMM & all the young people who cleaned up my yard & gutters. It was
amazing to see them getting off the bus with rakes and immediately start to work. What a good
group & how blessed we are to have them and the United Methodist Men. - Bettye Rector

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Snow Policy

Winter is here, and with winter comes snow and ice. There are bound to be Sunday mornings where there will
be snow and or ice on the ground or falling when it is time for worship. It is the standard policy to have worship
regardless of weather conditions. We ask that you use your best judgment on days like these to stay safe. Any
alterations to this plan will be communicated through our mass text/email system and on our church Facebook
page.
( If you are not receiving mass text/emails from the church, please call Deidre in the church office to sign up.
You don’t want to miss any important information we communicate through our mass text/email system.)

New church office hours
Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. (office closed an hour for lunch)1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Yarn Drive for Pay It Forward at Moberly Correctional Center

We are collecting yarn for the Moberly Correctional Center's Pay It Forward group. There is a box at the
Sanctuary entrance and in the Fellowship Room near the Serving Team bulletin board. We will be collecting
yarn all year long and delivering to MCC periodically. Below is information about the Pay It Forward program.
The Pay It Forward group at Moberly Correctional Center is very unique in the prison setting because it
challenges its members to give without expectation of anything in return. Offenders are taught that giving of
their time, talents, companionship and service is very valuable to many who are in need. The group is involved
in outreaches within the prison with the terminally ill, mentally ill and the youthful and newly imprisoned. The
group also outreaches to the community by making items to help those community agencies to continue their
good work. In the past we have given items to: Birthright, Safe Passage, Coyote Hill, Pinkie Pals (a cancer support group), Children’s Mercy Hospital, Macon and Randolph Counties Foster care programs and Healthy
Families of Randolph county. Currently the group is able to make baby blankets, lap blankets, hats, scarves and
stuffed animals. The problem is not the willingness to serve, but rather that we don’t have enough supplies in
order to do this good work. That’s where you come in. Would you please consider giving our group the gift of
yarn? With a steady supply of yarn these offenders have the potential to impact many lives with these gifts.
Criminal behavior is selfish at its core. When an offender starts to see that there is greater purpose in giving
rather than taking, there is potential to decrease selfishness and criminal behavior, increase their self-esteem
and make them more fit to rejoin society. Not to mention what this reformation may do for their children as
well. The positive ripple effect from this community outreach is great, but we need partners to make this
happen. At the end of the day, with your help, these offenders will turn your supplies into something useful for
others, and lives will be changed in the process.

Food Pantry Donations Needed:
Dish detergent, Laundry detergent , Pasta Sauce,
Toothpaste, Sugar, Flour, Pork &
Beans, Boxed Potatoes, and Helpers.
All donations are appreciated!

Choose Your Own

A

DVENTure

Advent Sermon Series
It is important to prepare our hearts and lives for the celebration of Christmas. The joy of the
season is in the preparation. It is up to you how you will get ready. You can choose how you will
spend the holiday. Will your days be filled with stress, strain, anxiety, and a bunch of bah
humbugs? Or will you choose to be filled with hope, peace, joy, and love? These are the themes
of Advent that help us welcome Christ into our lives. During December our sermon series will help
you make a more positive choice. Choose to join us in worship for a remarkable ADVENTure.

Choose Your Own ADVENTure
Dec. 2 - From Nope To Hope
(Isaiah 64:1-9 & Mark 13:24-37)
Dec. 9 – I’m Dreaming of A
(Isaiah 40:1-11 & Mark 1:1-8)

Christmas

Dec. 16 – O, Come All Ye
(Isaiah 35:1-10 & Matthew 2:1-12)
Dec. 23 – He Loves Me, He Loves Me
(1 John 4:10-16 & Matthew 1:18-25)
Dec. 24, 7:00pm & 11:00pm – CHRISTMAS EVE
All I Want For Christmas Is
(Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-20)

Align Commitment Update

On Nov. 25 the Macon United Methodist Church dedicated our Align commitments to God in worship. Throughout the month we talked
about aligning our lives so that our witness would be more broadly proclaimed and effective. Members of the congregation made
tangible commitments for 2019 in the areas of Spiritual Growth, Prayers, Presence, and Gifts. The following data was collected on
and/or before Nov. 25. We anticipate others making commitments throughout the month and adding to these numbers. We also
believe that new people will be added to our congregation in the coming year and begin to Align their lives with Christ and become a
part of our witness and ministry.
 Number of Commitment Cards Received = 35
 Those praying for the church daily = 20, weekly = 9, Monthly = 0
 Those planning to participate in a Growth Group = 17
 Gifts Pledged for 2019 = $153,156

*Note: Our anticipated budget for 2019 is approximately $300,000. More detail on the budget will be given in January. 35 respondents
represent about 1/3 of the “giving units” of the congregation.
Thank you for those that have committed to support the ministry of the church in the coming year. We know that there are many
more that will also contribute in each and all of these vital areas. We are grateful for all that help Macon UMC serve, grow, and share.

Services
This year Christmas Eve will be on a Monday. We will hold 2 special
services on this day. Each service will have unique feel and message.


7:00PM – Candlelight Christmas Eve – Worship Center


11:00PM – Candlelight Christmas Eve - Sanctuary

Unity Service
December 30, 2018
10:00 AM
Worship Center
Due to the busy holiday season, we have combined the
November/December edition of The Messenger.
The January 2019 newsletter will be mailed out on Thursday, January 31.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from the staff of Macon UMC.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas in the Youth Room! Our
Thanksgiving tree has officially become a Christmas Tree, and Secret
Santa Names have been handed out! We are busy prepping for our
Christmas party on December 9th!

UPDATE
By: Melinda Jones

Holiday Reminders:
If you are participating in Secret Santa, please bring a $2 gift on Sunday,
December 2, again on Wednesday, December 5 and a $5 gift on
Sunday, December 9. On December 16, we will not have Youth
Group- instead please join us for the Uplifter’s concert at 6 p.m.. No
Youth Group December 23 and 30 due to Christmas Break. However, we
are planning a New Years Eve Party on December 31!

Cookies and Cocoa ~ Pajama Party
December 9, 2018
3:00-6:00pm
Youth Room
Bring at least 2 Dozen Homemade Cookies or Christmas Candy
and put on your best Christmas PJs!
We will have lots of games, music, food and fun!
Prizes will be awarded for Best Cookies and Best PJs
This event is for all 6th-12th Graders and Mentors.

Can you Escape 2018 before the Ball Drops??

New Year’s Eve Party
December 31, 2018
6:00pm-12:30am
Please bring your favorite NYE Dish to share for our Pot Luck style dinner.
Then work with your team and see if you can break our code and get out before time is up!
We will also have movies and other games!

Come out for a night of fun, fellowship, and food!
This event is for all 6th-12th Graders and Mentors.

Kid Stuff
By Rhonda Linsley

Children’s Ministry Mission Statement

To teach the children to love God, love others and share
that love with the world. To teach the children to memorize
scripture that will affect the way they live their lives.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES
Thank you to all who participated in this year’s Samaritan’s Purse shoebox ministry. Macon UMC collected 110 boxes. We prayed for and dedicated these boxes in both services on November 18. These gifts will
bring much joy to those who will receive them, as well as for the community as a whole. We have heard time
and time again, how life-changing these boxes have been.
Thank you to the Serving Team for covering the cost of shipping, and also for including with each of our
boxes The Greatest Journey Discipleship Program. Thank you to anyone in the congregation who contributed to the shipping costs, as well. It is the Discipleship Program that aids in leading these children and their
families to the saving grace of Jesus Christ.
The tracking of our boxes was requested at the time of our online donation. That information should be
available to share hopefully in the next newsletter. We signed up again to receive FREE tickets from Silver
Dollar City, based on the number of boxes shipped. That information will also be forthcoming.
This is a ministry that our church feels very compassionate about and plans to participate in again next
year. Several from our church have shared with me that they have an on-going collection of items for their
boxes throughout the year. What a GREAT idea to be gathering items when they go on clearance throughout
the year. We have a large supply of boxes already here for next year. If you want a few boxes to put in your
closets to fill as the year passes, please come into the office and see Deidre Ritter or Rhonda Linsley.

Names of Christ Advent Calendar
Advent is the time before Christmas where Christians prepare
for celebrating the birth of Jesus by remembering the longing
of the Jews for the Messiah. In Advent, we’re reminded of how
much we ourselves also need a Savior, and we look forward to
our Savior’s second coming even as we prepare to celebrate
his first coming at Christmas.
To help each of you prepare your hearts during this Advent Season, Rhonda Linsley has provided
an Advent Calendar for our congregation. There is a small table in the Fellowship Center with the
Names of Christ Advent Calendar available to anyone who would like to take one home. This
Advent activity starts on December 1st and will provide a daily scripture reading about the various names given to Christ. With all the busyness that comes with this time of year, it is my hope
that this will give your family the opportunity to prepare your hearts for the celebration of our
Savior’s birth and bring you closer to Him.

A STAR IS BORN - Christmas Program
December 19, 6:00 PM
We have just two practices left before our Christmas Program —
December 5th and 12th, from 4-5 PM. Please have your children
continue to work on projecting their voices as they practice their reading
lines and songs.
I’m asking that the children all dress up (as they do for a school
program). Those who are participating in the skits will have costumes
that can easily slip over their regular clothing. The first week of December, a memo or text will be sent to the parents of those skit students
regarding what specifically is needed. The props for the skits will be
provided by the church.
Stars are a central symbol of the Christmas season. Stars are visible at
night, and the darker the night, the brighter they shine. Into the dark
night of a world lost in sin, God sent us a light. Jesus is the light of the
world. His birth was marked by a brilliant star in the sky. All who
encountered Jesus knew he was someone special, even before he was
born. And all who met him were transformed by his light.
Through the scriptures, readings, skits and music, we will relive the
story of Jesus’ birth and all that Jesus means to us. This program will help us make the message of
Christmas relevant to the kids of today. No matter how dark our world may be, there is still a star
shining bright to light our way back to Christ.
The Youth are providing a Free-Will offering meal. It will consist of Soups, Salads, Desserts,
Drinks and a kid friendly option for those who may not be soup-eaters. Congregation, please mark your
calendars for this special night. You won’t want to miss it!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CALENDAR DATES:
Wed., Dec 5
Sun., Dec 9
Wed., Dec 12
Sun., Dec 16
Wed., Dec 19
Wed., Jan 2
Wed., Jan 9

3:15—6:30 LOGOS, “Christmas Around The World Night”
11:00 Service, First Quarter Sunday School Attendance Awards
3:15—6:30 LOGOS, “Happy Birthday Night 1”
6:00 PM Uplifter’s Christmas Concert - KIDS WILL BE SINGING ONE SONG
NO LOGOS—Christmas Program, 6:00 PM, LOGOS kids will go thru the line first.
NO LOGOS—New Year’s Break
3:15—6:30 LOGOS, “Jungle Night”

November brings a time of thankfulness as well as the final Messenger for 2018. I want
the ladies that helped fold the newsletter during 2018 to know how much they are
appreciated. A big thank you to the following: Joyce Allen, Betty Fink, Sharon Hackman,
Judy Headley, Edith Hearrold, Marianne Nelson, Sandy Sunderland, Betty Vancil, and
Clarimae Wood. I also want to thank our church secretary, Deidre Ritter for having the
newsletter printed and helping to fold. I truly enjoy our fellowship each month.
~Sharon Trumper

Macon UMC Staff: Rev. Carl Knapp, Pastor; Deidre Ritter, Secretary; Rhonda Linsley, Director of Children’s Ministries;
Custodian, Terri Wright; Beth Dixon, Organist; Audrey Greenwood, Nursery Attendant; Jancin Patrick, Nursery Attendant.
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