Macon United Methodist Church

MESSENGER

VISION:
To Grow. . .Share…Serve
for the Transformation of the World for
Jesus Christ.
MISSION:
To Intentionally Grow Our
Relationship with Jesus Christ,
Share Our Faith

with Others, and Serve God’s
Church, Community and World.

WORSHIP
SERVICES
Traditional
at 8:30 a.m. in the
Sanctuary...is a full
traditional service using
hymns and liturgy.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School for all Ages

Contemporary
at 11:00 a.m. in the
Worship Center….is a
contemporary service where
praise songs are led by the
Uplifters praise band and
singers. Multimedia supports
the entire service.
Children’s Church
Children’s Church is
available during the
Contemporary Service for
children ages 4 through third
grade in the sanctuary
following the Children’s
Message, on the 2nd, 3rd &
4th Sundays.

Every 5th Sunday
is a Unity Service
at 10:00 a.m.
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3rd Annual

Spring

Craft & Food

Fair

Macon UMC
March 17th, 2018
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Sponsored by the
Macon UMC Serving Team

The Pastor’s Perspective
What If God’s People Pray?
Information is abundant in our day and age. Google and YouTube are
remarkable ways to learn about anything your heart desires or your
brain is lacking. But information does not necessarily equal
transformation. Romans 12:2 encourages us to “be transformed by
the renewing of our minds.” This assumes that we acknowledge and
desire life to be different. It is said that the only constant in life is
change. If this is true, than we are always being transformed. The
question remains, is this for the good? The way we apply information
will determine the outcome of our transformation. The question that is
the title of this article invites us to apply a spiritual practice in a way
that can transform our personal life, our congregation, our community, and our world. What if God’s people pray? There are 2 ways to
answer this question. First, is with theory. We have all heard good
things about prayer. We all have been encouraged to say our prayers.
If you took a survey of good hearted people and asked if prayer makes
a positive Impact on their lives I am sure you would get an overwhelming yes! Most people are high on the idea of prayer. The second way
to answer the question of the title is in practice. We don’t have to
speculate, guess, or theorize. We just need to pray. We don’t need
meetings, sermons, seminars, or classes. We just need to pray. No
more “ifs”, “and”, or “buts” we just need to pray. The way I would
answer this question is, let us see. Will you pray with me? Will you
pray for me? Will you pray for God’s Spirit to transform Macon UMC?
Will you pray for the needs you become aware of? Will you pray? The
leadership of Macon UMC is seeking to make prayer a more central
part of our ministry in 2018. This is why you have seen the “Prayer
Chair” on Sunday mornings. This is a reminder for us all to seek God
and see the awesome things he will do.
Blessings, Pastor Carl

Prayer
Concerns

Family of George Peyton
Grace Fant
Recovering from Kidney Removal

Linda Ellis
Breast Cancer

Hugh Dunn
Recovering from Amputation of Foot

Wayne Helton
Brain Cancer

Vicki Hall
Cancer

Shane Hall
Cancer

Trent Cook
Kidney Failure, Dialysis, Transplant

Jim Cerva
Cancer

March
Birthdays & Anniversaries
2. Brooks Wyman
3. Mark Brown, Sherwin Dent,
Adalyn Meisner, Addison Strange
4. Justin Pollard,
Dale & Pat Bagley (anniv)
6. Sophia Brower
7. Arianna Winkie
15. Hugh Dunn, Shane Truitt
19. Korbin Koch
20. Dan Riegerix
Gabe & Sandy Gabriel (anniv)
Mark & Wilma Maddox (anniv)

21. Wayne Hackman, Lee Jones
23. Darlene Meisner, Alan Spencer
24. Clarimae Wood
25. Gracee Butner
Eddie & Luella Brown (anniv)
27.Beth Brower
31. Jessica Shultz

United Methodist Men

The UMM will meet on Sunday, March 4 at 7:15 a.m. for their monthly breakfast meeting.

Loch Haven Nursing Home Service

The Loch Haven Nursing Home will have their monthly worship service on
Sunday, March 4 at 2:00 p.m. in the North Activity Room. Everyone is invited!

Serving Team Meeting

The Serving Team will meet on Wednesday, March 7 at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Center.

Spring Food & Craft Fair

Got cabin fever? Create a craft item to donate to the MUMC craft booth or donate a baked good.
Saturday, March 17 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. in the Worship Center

Macon County Ministries Food Distribution

Macon County Ministries food distribution will be Tuesday, March 20 from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. at
305 Sunset Hills. The office will be closed from 11:45 - 2:00 p.m. so the staff can volunteer at the distribution.

Administrative Council

The Administrative Council will meet Tuesday, March 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the Cornerstone Conference Room.

Breaking Free

Are you ready to break free of old habits & hurts and build new habits for happier, healthier life and relationships?
Join us every Wednesday, the Cornerstone Conference Room from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Facilitated by LeeAnn Crooks

Women’s Bible Study

Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. in the Cornerstone Room. Facilitated by Mandi Brown.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SPRING CRAFT & FOOD FAIR - MARCH 17th 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

The Serving Team will be hosting our 3rd Annual Spring Craft & Food Fair. We will be calling members of
the congregation about donating bake goods for us to sell during the show. The delicious treats you donated
previous years were a big hit and we will be asking for your help again. We will be serving lunch, soup and
sandwiches, the day of the show (we will have "to go boxes"). We already have 20 spaces "rented" to crafters
and/or vendors, and we still have room for few more. If you are interested in a space or know of someone,
please contact Sherry at 660-651-4698 (text/call). Please come join us and support the vendors who are in
attendance, plus help us raise money for upcoming missions.~ The Serving Team

RUMMAGE SALE - April 13th & 14th

It's already that time of the year again! Do you have your rummage sale pile started? We will be accepting
donations for the spring rummage sale starting April 8th. More information to come in the March newsletter.

Cards for a Cause Fundraiser for the Mission Team

The mission team is participating in a Cards for a Cause Fundraiser to support our summer mission trip and
encourage and equip us for intentionally caring for one another. Boxes of 30 beautifully embellished cards
with matching envelopes are available for purchase in the Fellowship Room on Sunday mornings. Choices
include Thanks & Blanks, All Occasion, or the Kid’s Birthday Box. Each box is just $30 for 30 cards! Thank
you for your support!

Congregational Care Fair

The Congregational Care fair on Saturday, February 10 was a day filled
with good food, fun games & meaningful fellowship for all ages.

Palm Sunday – March 25
Join us for our normal worship schedule as we reflect upon Christ’s triumphal entry into
Jerusalem and how He can enter our lives and bring us victory.

Maundy Thursday – March 29
On this day we remember Jesus sharing the Passover with His disciples. In this meal He
gave us a tangible reminder of how the love of God can be tasted and seen. Throughout
the day there will be come and go devotional stations (about 30 minutes in length).
At 7:00 p.m. we will gather for worship and a special time of communion.

Good Friday – March 30
On this day/night we remember the suffering and death of Christ. We are blessed with the
opportunity to host this year’s Community Good Friday Service at 12:00 p.m. The service
will be followed by lunch.
In the evening we will have a Tenebrae Service at 8 p.m. This is a unique way to hear and
experience the story of the passion of Christ.

Easter – April 1
The highest holy day of the Christian year takes place on April Fools Day! This day will be
filled with fun, fellowship, and worship.
6:30 – Sonrise Service – Sanctuary
7:30 – Easter Breakfast
8:30 – Traditional Worship
11:00 – Contemporary Worship

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers and non-believers in life, in faith, in love, and
in purity.”
1 Timothy 4:12

Meghan’s Musings:

As we prepare the details and gather a team for our summer mission
trip to Henderson Settlement, I am inspired by the words of Matthew 20:
20-28. In this passage James and John (according to Matthew’s account,
their mother on their behalf) request positions of honor in Jesus’ kingdom. Jesus asks them if they are able to “drink the cup of suffering” he is
about to drink. Foolishly, they say yes.
Ok, you’re already thinking, “Meghan has lost it! What does this have
to do with missions?” Hold on through the end. Jesus then explains that
earthly rulers flaunt their authority and mistreat their people, but as
Christians, anyone who wants to be a leader must be a servant.
Now we can, should, and do serve people right here at home, but
there is something different about going away with a team and serving
in a new place. It is out of our routine, teaches us new skills, builds community, and gives us a glimpse into another piece of the Kingdom of
God. We may even come back inspired to work toward transforming
lives in a new way at home.
Finally, Jesus said that even he “didn’t come to be served, but to
serve and give His life away…” What do you give away when you serve?
Your time, your will, your comfort, and other opportunities you could
have chosen. Those who have gone before can tell you that serving in
these ways is worth all of those things and more. Someone, or several,
may accept Christ because of the grace they receive in the work God has
asked you to do.
So, will you join in on the work the Holy Spirit has already begun in
us and in the lives of those we go to serve? Join the team to go, or stay
and pray for us and all those we encounter!
Our next mission trip opportunity will take us to
Henderson Settlement in Kentucky July 29-August 4!
Registration deadline is March 18th!
This trip is open to current 6th-12th grade youth
and adults of all ages! Current 5th graders
are welcome with a parent or guardian.
Contact Rev. Meghan or the Serving Team
for more information!

2018 YOUTH RALLY!!

"Masterpiece" Youth Rally
led by Pastor Carl Knapp and Rev Meghan Riegerix.
Check in at Camp Jo-Ota dining hall begins on
Friday, March 9th at 7p.m.
Check Out at 4 p.m. on March 10th.
Breakfast and Lunch provided on March 10th.
$50.00. Also included is a 2018 Youth Rally t-shirt.

Unless otherwise noted, our youth
group meets Sundays 4:30-6:00
for 6th-12th grade students.

LOGOS: Wednesday 4-6:30pm
Confirmation: Wednesdays
6:00-6:45pm
Hey, Maker! Fro-yo & conversations for high school youth
Sundays 3:00-4:00pm at
Haymakers.
March Changes and Events:
9-10: Youth Rally
Registration ends February 28!
Details and registration online:
Campjo-ota.org.
11: No regular programing due
to youth rally
17: Craft Show & lunch: Mission
trip fundraiser. Contact Sherry or
Mandi to find out how you can
help.
18: Mission Trip Registration
Deadline!
See Details to the left
29: Maundy Thursday
30: Good Friday
See details for Holy Week
activities on the page before.

Kid Stuff
By Rhonda Linsley

Children’s Ministry Mission Statement

To teach the children to love God, love others and share
that love with the world. To teach the children to memorize
scripture that will affect the way they live their lives.

HELP YOUR KIDS NAVIGATE TECHNOLOGY
I am signed up to receive emails from focusonthefamily.com. I recently received an
email that contained a FREE resource, and I have downloaded it to my computer. It’s a
lengthy article (23 pages) and I want to share it with our church family. It’s entitled, “A
Parent’s Guide to Today’s Technology.”
If you would like to obtain this resource, you may easily do so by going online at
www.focusonthefamily.com and request your FREE downloadable copy, or you may
contact the church office and ask Rhonda to either email a PDF copy to you or make a
photocopy of the article for you.
This article was written by Daniel Huerta, Focus on the Family Vice President of
Parenting & Youth. The article contains information on 1) the brain & technology; 2) video
games; 3) social media; 4) finding hidden apps; 5) cyberbullying, and other recommended resources.
I’m seeing more and more younger children possessing smart phones, and I’m
encouraging parents to educate themselves. Technology is suppose to make life easier,
but as parents, technology often makes our lives more difficult. Apps, video games and
social media can become a time drain for our kids. They also create a direct—and sometimes dangerous—portal to our children. Instead of enhancing our kid’s lives, technology
can isolate them and open them up to cyberbullying and risky behaviors.
Mr. Huerta’s goal of this resource is to encourage you to stop and think about the
technology your family uses. It will also help you understand and navigate the pitfalls of
today’s most popular platforms and games. Technology will capture our children’s
attention. As parents, we need to educate and support them in developing healthy
technology habits. God, through His Word, tells us to be attentive, be authentic and
pursue unity with one another. That’s great advice on how to live—and how to act in our
use of technology.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CALENDAR DATES:
Sun., Feb 25
Wed., Feb 28
Wed., Mar 7
Sun., Mar 11
Wed., Mar 14
Sun., April 1

Both Services, Children’s Choir Special, “My Hope Is In the Lord”
3:15—6:30 LOGOS, “Blockbuster Night”
3:15—6:30 LOGOS, “Church Camp Night”
Both Services, 2nd Quarter SS Attendance Awards
3:15—6:30 LOGSO, “Soccer Night”
Both Services, “Children’s Choir Special, “The Cross Has the Final Word”

Praise God from whom all blessings
flow! And what a blessing to have a
church family that shows a loving
concern through prayers, calls, cards &
visits.
Thank you, Pastor Carl for being there
for me, the congregational care
committee, the visit from Judy Wilson
and offers from others to come pray
with me before surgery.
Thanks be to our Glorious God for all
you say and do in His Holy Name.
I am forever grateful.

~Grace Fant

Attendance
& Offering
Summary

January Average

2017

Worship Attendance 122
76
Sunday School
Offering
$4,663

2018
127
72
$4,317

Thank you for the generous
scholarship from the Glenn &
Gladys Evans Fund. I appreciate the support, it is very helpful. I’m utilizing it to pay a
portion of my book expenses this
semester.
~Garrett Olson

Food Pantry
Donations
Sugar
Flour
Tuna
Chili Beans
Pork & Beans
Canned Vegetables
Pasta
Adult Toothbrushes
All donations are appreciated!

Macon UMC Staff: Rev. Carl Knapp, Pastor; Deidre Ritter, Secretary; Rev. Meghan Riegerix, Youth Pastor; Rhonda Linsley, Director of Children’s Ministries;
Custodian, Terri Wright; Beth Dixon, Organist; Kaitlyn Jemes, Nursery Attendant; Judy Wilson, Nursery Attendant.
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