Macon United Methodist Church

MESSENGER

VISION:
To Grow. . .Share…Serve
for the Transformation of the World for
Jesus Christ.
MISSION:
To Intentionally Grow Our
Relationship with Jesus Christ,
Share Our Faith

with Others, and Serve God’s
Church, Community and World.

WORSHIP
SERVICES
Traditional
at 8:30 a.m. in the
Sanctuary...is a full
traditional service using
hymns and liturgy.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School for all Ages

Contemporary
at 11:00 a.m. in the
Worship Center….is a
contemporary service where
praise songs are led by the
Uplifters praise band and
singers. Multimedia supports
the entire service.
Children’s Church
Children’s Church is
available during the
Contemporary Service for
children ages 4 through third
grade in the sanctuary
following the Children’s
Message, on the 2nd, 3rd &
4th Sundays.

Every 5th Sunday
is a Unity Service
at 10:00 a.m.

208 Pearl Street  Macon, Missouri 63552-1516  660-385-2156  Web Site: www.maconumc.org
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Service

Sunday, April 29th
10:00 AM
Worship Center

The Serving Team will be serving breakfast from
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. in the Worship Center. The meal will
be a free will offering with proceeds to go towards the
upcoming mission trip to the Henderson Settlement in
Kentucky.

Serving Saturday
May 5th
Meet at
Loch Haven at
8:45 a.m.

The Pastor’s Perspective
Who Cares?

The old cliché is, “no one cares what you know until they know you
care.” This is true for many of us but is not universally accepted. For
example, if I want to fix my car, I am not very concerned about whether
or not he cares how my day is going or how I am handling my latest life
crisis. But if I am having a particularly difficult time solving a personal
problem or making a critical decision, I want the people helping me to
have a vested interest in me. During the month of April we have been
discussing Congregational Care. We have used an analogy of a house
to help guide our thinking. The living room describes the relationships
we have with those that are or have been committed to the church.
We used the Front Door to describe new relationships with folks that
are new to the church. Finally we talked about the Back Door as a
means to wrap our minds around losses in attendance, membership,
and engagement. The title of this article has double meaning. First, it
asks for concerned members of MUMC to be involved in providing care
and establishing systems that assure others will be cared for
effectively. Second, the title is asking us to be more aware of the
state, condition, and health of our congregation. Sometimes we run
across situations, stories, or events that we say, “I couldn’t care less.”
I hope this is not the case when it comes to the ministry of the church.
I ask for anyone reading this article to please care. Take a moment to
pray for someone you know that is in our living room, is standing at the
front door, or who has walked out the back door. Take this one step
forward and communicate with them (phone call, letter, email, text,
etc.). I know we can and will do a better job at caring when we pay
more attention and intentionally make it a priority. This will have a
lasting and powerful impact on our ministry.

Paul Howard
Cancer, cousin of Melinda Jones

Charlie Hickman
Cancer, cousin of Melinda Jones

Nell Riechers
Health Concerns,
Pastor Meghan’s Prayer Partner

Hugh Dunn
Health Concerns

Wayne Helton
Brain Cancer—Hospice

Vicki Hall
Cancer

Shane Hall
Cancer

Trent Cook
Kidney Failure, Dialysis, Transplant

May Birthdays & Anniversaries
1. Luke Bramer, Allyson Bramer
9. Macie Meisner
10. Jack & Edith Hearrold (Anniv)
11. Julie Burdin,
Brad & Crystal Smith (Anniv)
13 Cleo & Lorna Faught (Anniv)
15. Abbie Farington
16. Warner Smith, JoVaughn Kelly
18. Claire Prewitt
22. Karen Butner
24. Norma Esry, Lorna Faught, Garett Olson
30. Rhonda Linsley

Attendance
& Offering
Summary
March Average
Worship Attendance
Sunday School
Offering

2017

2018

146
68

140
61

$5,285

$5,926

Tuesday Lunch Time Bible Study
Join us in the Cornerstone Room for a lunch time Bible Study on the 1st, 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month.
Facilitated by Pastor Carl Knapp.
Loch Haven Nursing Home Service
The Loch Haven Nursing Home will have their monthly worship service on
Sunday, May 6 at 2:00 p.m. in the North Activity Room. Everyone is invited!
Serving Team Meeting
The Serving Team meeting for May will be announced at a later date.
Macon County Ministries Food Distribution
Macon County Ministries food distribution will be Tuesday, May 15 from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. at
305 Sunset Hills. The office will be closed from 11:45 - 2:00 p.m. so the staff can volunteer at the distribution.
Sharefest Informational Meeting
Monday, May 14th at 6:00 p.m. in the Cornerstone Room. (See more details below)
Administrative Council
The Administrative Council will meet Tuesday, May 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the Cornerstone Conference Room.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Serving Saturday - May 5th (9am-noon)
Our next serving Saturday will be May 5th from 9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. We will be going out to Loch Haven to
plant flowers and mulch the flowerbeds. Please meet at the nursing home at 8:45 so we can get started right at 9
o'clock. Feel free to bring things from home that will make the planting and mulching easier like a spade, a rake,
or a small shovel. Don't forget your gloves. If it rains, Serving Saturday will still take place, but instead of
planting and mulching outside at Loch Haven we will plant flowers in pots to deliver to some of the residents.
Text caster will be sent if location plans change due to weather.
Sharefest Meeting - May 14 (6pm)
On Saturday, September 29 our church will be hosting a mini Festival of Sharing, called Sharefest for the
Northeast Missouri region. Sidney Owens from Festival of Sharing will be with us on Monday, May 14 at
6 p.m. in the Cornerstone Room to talk about planning for our Sharefest. Anyone interested in helping with the
event is encouraged to come to the meeting. Contact Sherry Robertson at 660-651-4698 for more info.
Serving Team Spring Rummage Sale
Thank you to everyone that made the rummage sale a BIG success. We had our
biggest sale ever, with a total of $3,165.00. The money raised goes towards the
upcoming mission trip to the Henderson Settlement in Kentucky. We greatly
appreciate your donations and volunteering.

Jon Kelly helping out in the kitchen at Logos in
his new apron, bought at the Macon UMC
Rummage Sale .

Church Camp
“I went to camp expecting to make friends, but I ended up with family.” This is a quote I found with a quick
Google search on “camp quotes.” It perfectly describes what happens in the church camp experience.
Registration is now open for both Jo-Ota and Missouri United Methodist camping opportunities. Macon UMC
offers to pay 50% of camper fees for any child connected with our congregation. When registering for Jo-Ota
camps you will be asked how much your church is paying. When registering for Missouri Methodist camps
you will need to enter a code (Macon1232919). Go to one of the following websites to register your camper or
yourself for an amazing experience with God this summer: Missouri United Methodist Camps
(www.nextgenumc.org) , Camp Jo-Ota (www.campjo-ota.org). Contact the office for more details.

On Sunday, April 22 Pastor Carl shared
some statistics related to worship attendance. They are reprinted here for your
information and further reflection. If you
have questions or comments about these
numbers please feel free to contact Pastor
Carl.

2013-2018
July 2013-June 2014
10,518 Total Worship Attenders
65% of Sundays had worship attendance of 200+
Average Worship Attendance = 206
July 2014-June 2015
10,002 Total Worship Attenders
30% of Sundays worshiped 200+
59% of Sundays worshiped 150+
Average = 189
July 2015-June 2016
8,928 Total Worship Attenders
8% of Sundays had worship attendance of 200+
75% of Sundays had worship attendance of 150+
Average = 168
July 2016-June 2017
7,760 Total Worship Attenders
8% of Sundays Worshiped 200+
46% = +150
46% = -150
Average 149
July 2017-April 15, 2018
6,080 Total Worship Attenders
2% of Sundays worship attendance of 200+
56% = - 150
42% = +150
Average to date = 141

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers and non-believers in life, in faith, in love, and
in purity.”
1 Timothy 4:12
Summer youth ministry is here! We have lots of exciting
opportunities to connect with God, family and friends and to serve and
share the love of Christ.
Current 5th graders can officially join us as 6th graders in June!
We will celebrate this transition as well as our graduating seniors with
a picnic at Stan and Carla Grant’s house on Sunday June 3rd. Join us for
fun, food, and fellowship!
Check out the other summer details, remember to RSVP for our
murder mystery event on June 24th, and contact Rev. Meghan if you
have any questions. Friends are welcome to join us, so spread the
word!
Family Camp At Jo-Ota
May 25 at 6 p.m. to
May 27 at 10 a.m.
Led by Rev. Meghan &
Daniel Riegerix

Food Packaging Event
In partnership with Kids Around the
World, a non-profit organization
dedicated to impacting the lives of
kids with God’s transforming hope.

Family Camp offers a chance to
disconnect from the outside world
and re-connect with family and
friends while experiencing
Christ’s amazing love! Enjoy
games, crafts, worship, campfires,
and lots of great family time while
reconnecting with each other and
God.

June 2 Green City Park
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Cost:
$100 for each adult,
$75 for youth (age 12-18),
$50 for child (age 6-11).
Child age 0-5 is free.
(Early bird discount of $10
will be applied until May 10th,
District and church
scholarships also available.)

Volunteers will package rice, dried
vegetable, soy and spices into serving
bags that feed six.

We will meet at Macon UMC at
7:30am and will return by 6:30pm.
Meal kits will be sent to Uganda to help
support their over 750,000 South
Sudanese refugees, the majority of whom
are women & children who fled there
following the outbreak of conflict in
Greater Equatoria. Most refugees are
heavily dependent on humanitarian
assistance. In the first two months of
2017, over 116,000 refugees have
arrived at a rate of 2,000 a day!

Haylie Bettes, Kayl Grant
Cameron Knapp & Allison Simons
Join the UM Men for breakfast on June 3rd at
7:00 am as we celebrate our high school
graduates!

Sunday School 9:45-10:45am
Summer Youth Group Opportunities:
May:
5: Confirmation Retreat
6: Confirmation Sunday Join us for
lunch and celebration after second
service.
Also, 4:30-6:00 youth group
25-27 Family Camp at Jo-Ota
(See details below)
June:
2: Meal Packing Event in Green City.
(See Details Below)
3: Senior Breakfast 7:00 am with UMM!
Then join the whole youth group at 5:007:00pm for a picnic at the Grants’ house
as we welcome new 6th graders and
celebrate our seniors! (Meet at church
at 4:45 if you want to ride the bus)
24: Murder Mystery dinner party 5:007:00 pm in the worship center RSVP by
June 3rd
July:
14: Light the Lake FREE Christian
Music Festival Details TBA
22: VBS Set up
23-26 VBS (Contact Rhonda Linsley to
serve!)
27: Pool Party! Details TBA
August:
July 29-August 4: Mission Trip
Other August details TBA

Join us for youth group on
June 24th for a fun murder
mystery dinner party! RSVP by
June 3rd and receive character
information and costume
ideas. No scripts. It will be like
playing a live version of Clue!

Kid Stuff
By Rhonda Linsley

Children’s Ministry Mission Statement

To teach the children to love God, love others and share
that love with the world. To teach the children to memorize
scripture that will affect the way they live their lives.

THE ELEMENTARY CHILDREN HAVE BEEN BUSY!!
“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened for you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds,
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. (Matthew 7:7-8)
This has been a favorite Bible verse of mine for a long time. God wants us to be specific with our prayers
and requests, and I strive to take all things to God in prayer before making decisions. I pray
often about the things He wants me to do in our children’s ministry programs. Finding the right songs
that work well for children ages Preschool through 5th Grade can be a challenge. A month or so ago
when I heard the song “The Cross Has The Final Word” on the radio, I knew it was an answer to prayer.
Jesus lead me to a song that was not only easy to teach to this wide-range of children, but was powerful
in word and perfect for Easter Sunday. I feel all of the children were touched by this song, and I hope
it’s one they will remember for a lifetime.
The Children’s Bell Choir played “My Jesus, I Love Thee” on April 15. I chuckled when I saw this
picture because they all look so serious. I’m proud that they concentrate so hard to play at just the “right”
time so the melody is heard throughout the whole song. They do such a good job of using their gifts to
glorify our Lord and bring beautiful music to our worship services.

Psalm 100: 1-5
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Worship the Lord with gladness;
come into his presence with singing.
Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his,
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
And his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!
For the Lord is good;
His steadfast love endures forever.
And his faithfulness to all generations.

Please mark your calendars for July 23-26 for
VBS here at Macon UMC, from 5:30-8:30 PM. Our
theme this year is Group’s “Shipwrecked—Rescued
by Jesus.” The children and volunteers will discover
how Jesus rescues us though life’s storms. The week
will be full of fun, incredible music on a relaxing
island get-away setting.
Shipwrecked is filled with incredible Biblelearning experiences kids see, hear, touch and even
taste.
I am digging into the VBS kit and will soon be
deciding which three stations to put on our schedule.
We will again use two sets of these three stations, as
it allows for a more positive experience for 80+
children.
The children and volunteers will be put into six different mixed-age Crews in accordance with the
rainbow, i.e., red, orange, yellow, green, blue and purple. Within each of these color groups, small
crews of 3-5 children to one adult/youth will be established. We had 86 registered children last year, so
my prayer and goal for this year is 100. Therefore, my Crew Rosters will be set up as Red-1, Red-2, Red3, Red-4, Orange-1, Orange-2, Orange-3, Orange-4 and so forth.
Mixed-age crews simply work—really they do! When you bring together a group of kids of various
ages, the older kids are looked up to by the younger ones; the younger ones get to feel more like a “big
kid” and might try new things they wouldn’t otherwise; discipline problems virtually disappear as
competition to be the best, funniest, loudest, or coolest naturally dissolves; and genuine relationships
sprout with ease. This approach is worth it and so important.
During our station rotations, Crews are often asked to form a knee-to-knee circle for a guided smallgroup discussion. Small crews ensure that every participant gets to have a voice—and one that
matters. Groups of no more than six total (one Crew Leader and five kids) create a comfortable circle
where introverted and socially unsure kids will be far more likely to actively participate with others.
Plus, smaller groups encourage deeper conversations that lead to important life application. Small
crews are also easier for the Crew Leaders to manage.
During the dinner time, all the “Red Crew” will be together, so that will give children an opportunity to
visit with other children of their same age.
DECORATING for this VBS is going to be fun! We have been shipwrecked on a beautiful island, with a
sandy beach and numerous Palm Trees. Therefore, I need lots of LARGE BROWN PAPER SACKS or
packing paper and 9 umbrellas (rain and/or patio umbrella) that you might be thinking about throwing
away. The original fabric will be removed and replaced with new green fabric or paper palm leaves. I’m
also looking to borrow Christmas tree stands with a 4” diameter hole to stand our carpet tubes in.

(See picture below.)

Please try to clear your calendars and be praying about where God would like to use you in this
upcoming adventure. Join us for a four-day vacation where Jesus’ loving care for each person will
come to life like never before...touching lives, changing hearts, and drawing kids and adults closer to
Jesus as they understand they need his rescue!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CALENDAR DATES:
Wed., May 2
Sun., May 13

3:15—6:30 LOGOS, “Great Grace Night” - last night of LOGOS
Both Services, Children’s Choir Special, “Soul on Fire.”

VBS is just around the corner. Please mark your calendars for these important dates, and let
Rhonda know if you will be available to help with VBS. Several of our key players will NOT be
available, so we will be calling for ALL HANDS ON DECK!!
Wed., June 20
Tues., June 26
Wed., June 27
Mon-Thurs, July 23-26
Fri., July 27
Sun., July 29

6:30 PM, VBS Training Meeting
6:30 PM, VBS Training Meeting
6:30 PM, VBS Training Meeting
5:30—8:30 PM, “Shipwrecked” VBS
7-9 PM, VBS Pool Party at Moberly Aquatic Center
10 AM, Unity Service, Special VBS Music

Food Pantry Donations Needed:
Laundry Soap, Dish Soap, Dish Washer Detergent,
Sugar, Flour, Peanut Butter & Adult Toothbrushes

All donations are appreciated!
Macon UMC Staff: Rev. Carl Knapp, Pastor; Deidre Ritter, Secretary; Rev. Meghan Riegerix, Youth Pastor; Rhonda Linsley, Director of Children’s Ministries;
Custodian, Terri Wright; Beth Dixon, Organist; Audrey Greenwood, Nursery Attendant; Jancin Patrick, Nursery Attendant.
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