MACON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

MESSENGER

VISION:
To Grow. . .Share…Serve
for the Transformation of the World for
Jesus Christ.
MISSION:
To Intentionally Grow Our
Relationship with Jesus Christ,
Share Our Faith

208 Pearl Street  Macon, Missouri 63552-1516  660-385-2156  Web Site: www.maconumc.org
 E-Mail: maconumc@cvalley.net

May 25, 2017 Monthly Newsletter

Congratulations

with Others, and Serve God’s
Church, Community and World.

WORSHIP
SERVICES
Traditional
at 8:30 a.m. in the
Sanctuary...is a full
traditional service using
hymns and liturgy.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School for all Ages

Contemporary
at 11:00 a.m. in the
Worship Center….is a
contemporary service where
praise songs are led by the
Uplifters praise band and
singers. Multimedia supports
the entire service.
Children’s Church
Children’s Church is
available during the
Contemporary Service for
children ages 4 through third
grade in the sanctuary
following the Children’s
Message, on the 2nd, 3rd &
4th Sundays.

Every 5th Sunday
is a Unity Service
at 10:00 a.m.

Graduates

CLASS OF 2017

The Pastor’s Perspective
“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with
praise” (Psalm 100:4). In order to accomplish this invitation
we must first recognize that we have something (many things)
to be thankful for and a God that is worthy to be praised.
Great worship is NOT produced from a platform. It is NOT a
result of outstanding music. It is NOT created because of lifetransforming preaching. It is NOT made possible because of
powerful prayers offered during the hour on Sunday. All these
“mechanic” of worship lead us to memorable moments that
become benchmarks of our faith. But they are only possible
and powerful when we have first made Christ a priority in our
lives. Great worship is a bi-product of discipleship. This
means that the more we fall in love with Jesus the more our
worship will flow with thanksgiving and praise. In this
overwhelming flow of grace we find ourselves drawn to
moments of worship because we realize that God is present
and we are free. It is a priority of mine in 2017 to improve the
worship life of Macon UMC. I realize this can only be done by
improving our discipleship. These are monumental tasks.
Would you join me in praying for our church? Would you
commit to being a part of helping make the ministry of Macon
UMC the best it can be? Would you make worship a priority in
the coming months? If you have ideas, thoughts, questions, or
concerns please let me know.
Blessings,
Pastor Carl

Prayers & Concerns
Family of Robert Buzzard
(former member of Macon UMC)
Tony Stiefel
(Thyroid Cancer, Justin Pollard’s Uncle)
Wayne Helton
(Brain Cancer)
Nancy Chamberlain

(Cancer, Sherry Robertson’s Grandma In Law)
Shane Hall

(Cancer)

Trent Cook
(Cousin to Deidre Ritter, Kidney Failure,

Dialysis, Transplant List)
Dawn Bright

(Breast Cancer)

Food Pantry
Donations
Needed
Ramen Noodles
Chicken & Beef
Canned Carrots
Canned Fruit
Dry Beans
Hamburger Helper
Boxed Potatoes

June Birthdays & Anniversaries
1. Talyn Tillman
3. Megan Pollard,
Gary & Brenda Ronchetto (Anniv.)
4. Reggie & Debbie Baker (Anniv),
Dave & Rose Ann Johnson (Anniv)
5. Kynlee Koch
6. Ruthie Riegerix
7. Marianne Nelson
8. Richard & Linda Miller (Anniv)
9. Allison Pollard, Brylee Strange
10. Scott & Julie Burdin (Anniv)
11. Sheila Petre
12. Willow Riegerix
14. Chris Nelson
Scott & Kathy Nelson (Anniv)

18. Evan Burdin, Sharon Hackman
19. Willard Mangelson
21. Arnie & Karen Shearer (Anniv)
23. Eric & Ronda Olson (Anniv)
24. Daniel & Sara Bramer (Anniv)
26. Bob Clement
27. Brenda Herndon
29. Don Ross
30. Terry Ross

United Methodist Men

The UMM will meet on Sunday, June 4 at 7:15 a.m. for their monthly breakfast meeting.

Loch Haven Nursing Home Service

The Loch Haven Nursing Home will have their monthly worship service on
Sunday, June 4 at 2:00 p.m. in the North Activity Room. Everyone is invited!

Serving Team Meeting
The Serving Team will meet Tuesday, June 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the Cornerstone Room.

Mentors for Youth Ministry

Mentors for Youth Ministry will meet in the Cornerstone room on Wednesday, June 7 at 6:00 p.m.

Sharing Team Meeting
The Sharing Team will meet on Tuesday, June 13 at 6:00 p.m. in the Cornerstone Room.

Macon County Ministries Food Distribution

Macon County Ministries food distribution will be Tuesday, June 20 from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. at
305 Sunset Hills. Shifts needed for volunteers is 12:00 - 2:00 p.m., 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. and 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
The office will be closed from 11:45 - 2:15 p.m. so the staff can volunteer at the distribution.

Administrative Council

The Administrative Council will meet Tuesday, June 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the Cornerstone Conference Room.


CELEBRATING CALLS TO MINISTRY
It is bittersweet to announce that we have 2 of our members that will be taking pastoral appointments beginning on
July 1, 2017. Karen Shearer will become a Licensed Local Pastor serving Grace United Methodist Church in
Madison, MO. Ben Williams will be serving as Lay Pastor at Prairie Chapel UMC and Green Castle UMC.
It is “sweet” because forming and equipping folks for ministry is what we are to be about. Disciples are to make
disciples that make disciples. Karen and Ben have been nurtured, in part, by our congregation and now are being sent
to bless others. We celebrate and honor their call. It is “bitter” because these 2 folks are such a blessing to the
ministry of Macon UMC. Their absence will leave a void in what we do. But wherever there is an empty space the
grace of God provides the right person to fill it. I am convinced that others will follow in the footsteps of Ben and
Karen and do even greater things for the sake of Christ.
You are invited to celebrate with Ben and Karen at a special reception between services on Sunday, June 25 th. We
will also be doing a special blessing for both of them in both services that morning. We wish them well and know
God will use them to advance His Kingdom!

CHURCH CAMP
“Somewhere over the train tracks; There's a place; Where the friends that we meet, never can be replaced.
Somewhere over the train tracks, campfires glow; and the love that is shown there, each year it grows and
grows.”
These are words written at Epworth Among The Hills, A Missouri East Conference United Methodist
Camp, in the 1980s. It is significant because to get to the camp you had to cross over a set of train tracks. Once
over the train tracks you were in a whole new world where the Kingdom of God was not just a subject of
scripture but was a tangible reality. It is fortunate that this doesn’t just happen at one camp facility, 30+ years
ago. It happens at many camps where the Spirit of God is present and folks gather to connect with each other
and the eternal. I pray you will send your kids, grandkids, and yourself to camp this summer. Opportunities
abound through the Missouri Annual Conference (www.nextgenumc.org) and Camp Jo-Ota (www.campjoota.org). The church offers 50% scholarships to anyone that wants to attend camp this summer. Contact the
office for more details.

RENOVATIONS
Facility improvements continue to be a priority for 2017. We are working on proposals for 2 projects currently. First, the kitchen. We met in March to describe the need and options. We are now in the process of getting
numbers together and will make another presentation mid-summer. We hope to complete the work sometime
before the end of this year. The second project we are exploring is adding multimedia in our sanctuary. We are
planning to apply for a technology grant through the Missouri United Methodist Foundation. This will greatly
enhance our traditional worship experience and allow us to connect more with what happens in our contemporary service in terms of video announcements and illustrations. More details will follow on this project.
PICTORIAL CHURCH DIRECTORY COMING SOON!
Our Ad Council is excited to announce we will be working with Keithly Photography in Macon for our
upcoming pictorial directory. Macon UMC leadership wants everyone to be included in our directory.
Yes..... EVERYONE!! Each and every person in our church family is an important part of the body of
Christ. Watch your newsletter and bulletins for more information!

MISSIONS
Thank you to founder of Believe Guatemala, Joel Juarez, and Kate Mabry, daughter of
Brian and Michelle Mabry for coming to Macon UMC and sharing about your service
in Guatemala.
Believe Guatemala is a non-profit, Christian organization, which seeks to empower
and educate families in poverty stricken communities in Guatemala City. We believe
God wants more for His people and that He calls us to be a part of His restoration
process. Our newly built Restoration Center serves over 1,200 families in a community
at the City Dump by providing educational programs, Bible studies, community
outreach, and leadership training. Our Christ-centered programs are aimed at providing
opportunities to break the cycle of poverty and reveal God’s love and purpose for all His children.
For more information about Believe Guatemala, visit their website at www. believeguatemala.org
SPRING RUMMAGE SALE UPDATE
The rummage sale and bake sale brought in $2,270.00 to go towards the
upcoming Nicaragua Mission trip. This was the first time ever that we were
ready by Thursday night. That wouldn't have been possible if it
wasn't for the extra support we got from our church family. We had many
volunteers throughout the week that made a huge difference compared to
past sales. THANK YOU MACON UMC!!!

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers and non-believers in life, in faith, in love, and
in purity.”
1 Timothy 4:12

Meghan’s Musings:
This school year our youth group lessons and activities
have helped us to think about and apply the concept of
“(setting) an example for the believers and non-believers”
Unless otherwise noted,
(1 Timothy 4:12).
our youth group meets
We focused a lot of time on the book of Daniel learning to
Sundays 4:30-6:00 for
th
6
-12th grade students.
be obedient to God even if it means being different. We learned
to be disciplined and stay connected to God even when it is hard.
June:
We learned to be discerning about the people and cultures that
4: Youth Group Escape
influence us and the messages we hear from God and the world.
2:30-6:30
The girls went on a winter retreat to study and discuss
(Must have signed up in May)
God’s plan for dating and marriage as represented in the Song
7: Mentor & Prospective
of Solomon. The LOGOS youth put on two productions for our
Mentor meeting
worship services which helped us to think about gratitude and
6:00pm Cornerstone Room
unselfishness.
We went on a mission trip to St. Joseph over spring break
11: Regular Youth Group
and learned about some different ways to serve our community
18: Father’s Day:
and connected with other Christians along the way. We served
No Youth Group
with and heard from folks who have dedicated their lives to service.
20: Food Distribution
I am so thankful to the mentors, Sunday school teachers,
Noon-2:00, 2:00-4:00 or
4:00 –6:00 p.m.
and other adults who went on trips and participated in this
ministry this year! My hope and prayer is that this year of
25: Regular Youth Group
lessons, activities, trips, and events have helped to draw each of
us deeper in our commitment to Christ so that our faith will
July:
become and remain our life.
4: Kingdom Initiative:
See details below
I look forward to a new year of youth ministry with new
and familiar students and mentors, new opportunities to learn
and serve together, and the same God working out his plan in
each of our lives!
Kingdom Initiative ~ July 4th
See you around this summer! Enjoy
8:00 a.m. - Noon
camp and family activities too!

“Kingdom Initiative is about reclaiming our Nation as one
Nation under God. The concept is simple: To pray.
On Tuesday, July the 4th we'll gather across the nation, joining
hands around each State Capital building and pray.
Let's take this Nation back!”

Meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. and we will return by
Noon! Friends, adults, and families are invited to join us!

Kid Stuff
By Rhonda Linsley

Children’s Ministry Mission Statement
To teach the children to love God, love others and share
that love with the world. To teach the children to memorize
scripture that will affect the way they live their lives.

SHARE YOURSELF, NOT YOUR SELFIE!
During our Worship Skills in LOGOS, students from 3rd Grade through High School worked for several
weeks on a musical called, “Unselfie,” and performed it at our April 30th Unity Service. With a constant barrage of selfies, tweets, and snaps, it’s easy to get
caught up in today’s self-absorbed culture. In this
musical, a group of kids discovered a brand-new
app called Unselfie. The app lets you take
pictures of yourself but only allows you to post if
the motive behind it is unselfish.
Thank you to all the youth and adults involved
in putting together this adorable and fun musical. Through the script and songs, we all are
reminded of the importance of taking the focus
off of ourselves and being unselfish by sharing
the transforming love of Christ Jesus. If you want
to be more like Jesus, you have to give your life
away, by helping others.
— Rhonda Linsley & Meghan Riegerix

ACOLYTE HONOREE
Sunday, May 7, we honored acolyte, Ethan Prewitt during the first worship service
with the presentation of a metal acolyte cross. Ethan has filled up their first wooden
cross lanyard with beads, and we honor him with a new metal cross to wear with their
acolyte robe. Ethan started acolyting in 4th Grade and has served 30 Sundays. Please join
me in congratulating Ethan on his continued service to Macon UMC.
Youth may start acolyting in our worship services upon entering 4th Grade or upon
coming to our church and being of age. We will have an annual celebration and training
in August for all existing acolytes and any new students who would like to join the
program. Acolytes serve by carrying in the light and the Bible at the start of our
service and then carrying them out at the end of the service, symbolizing the light of
Christ and the Word of God. We currently have 15 acolytes serving in worship, where
they also help with communion and as ushers.

VBS - JULY 24-27, 5:30 - 8:30 PM
Pool Party at Moberly Aquatic Center,
Friday, July 28, 7-9 PM
Get ready to sink your teeth into some BIG fun! That’s just what we’ll do at
Crocodile Dock VBS, where fearless kids shine God’s light! Crocodile Dock is
filled with incredible Bible-learning that kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! In
our Bible Bayou station, kids will actually become part of the Bible story — with
their hearts, minds and emotions. Part of that experience comes when you create a unique setting each day. But
don’t worry — this is Group’s Easy VBS. So setup is just that — easy.
Aside from the Bible story station, we will also have Crawfish Crafts and Dockside Drive-In. We plan to
have two stations of each of these, so we won’t have so many kids in one station at a time. Dockside Drive-In
lets visual learners discover the Bible Point through watching the high-adventure cliffhanger Chadder’s Bayou
Adventure. Kids also have a chance to read, think and explore in their Gator Guidebooks.
We need to complete staffing as soon as possible and then set up two or three training sessions in June. We
will need an estimated 50 volunteers to fill the following positions:
 Registration (3 people)
 Two sets of Station Leaders for Bible Story, Crafts & Video (6 people)
 Group Leaders and Helpers for six Groups (A Minimum of 12 people)
 Kitchen Crew and Helpers (4-8 people)
 Decorating Crew (4-6 people)
 Music Leaders (2 people)
 Opening Actor, called Skeeter
 Spotlight Drama & Photographer (2 people)
 Sound Booth Tech & Power Point (2 people)
Here are some supplies that the congregation can help collect. Items can be brought to Rhonda’s office.
 Large Paper Sacks (will need 36 sacks)
 Newspapers (to wad up and fill the large Paper Sacks)
 Toilet Paper Tubes (will need 100)
 Six square folding card tables
 Easter Eggs (approx. 100)

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CALENDAR DATES:
Sun., June 18

11:00 Service, 4th Quarter Sunday School Attendance Awards
Both Services, Children’s Bell Choir for Father’s Day

THANK YOU
Thank you for the cards, prayers,
and nice goody bag from Logos
after my shoulder replacement
surgery. I also appreciate the offer
of help with food, etc. from others. I
am thankful for our church family.

Wanda Grimm

Attendance & Offering
Summary

REMINDER:
If you charge anything on the
church’s charge account at
Westlakes, Jepson’s, C&R, Prengers,
etc. please leave the receipt on the
secretary’s desk or in her mailbox,
along with reason for the purchase.
It saves a lot of extra work for our
treasurer, Debbie Baker and for
Deidre, the church secretary.
April Average

2016

Worship Attendance
Sunday School
Offering

2017

183
81
$5,042

166
61
$4,849

Macon UMC Staff: Rev. Carl Knapp, Pastor; Deidre Ritter, Secretary; Rev. Meghan Riegerix, Youth Pastor;
Rhonda Linsley, Director of Children’s Ministries; Custodian, Terri Wright; Beth Dixon, Organist; Daphne Knott, Nursery Attendant.
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