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SPRING

with Others, and Serve God’s
Church, Community and World.

WORSHIP
SERVICES
Traditional
at 8:30 a.m. in the
Sanctuary...is a full
traditional service using
hymns and liturgy.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Sunday
School for all Ages

Contemporary
at 11:00 a.m. in the
Worship Center….is a
contemporary service where
praise songs are led by the
Uplifters praise band and
singers. Multimedia supports
the entire service.
Children’s Church
Children’s Church is
available during the
Contemporary Service for
children ages 4 through third
grade in the sanctuary
following the Children’s
Message, on the 2nd, 3rd &
4th Sundays.

Every 5th Sunday
is a Unity Service
at 10:00 a.m.

Friday, April 13th
7 AM - 7 PM
Saturday, April 14th
7 - 11 AM

Prayer
Concerns

The Pastor’s Perspective
Jesus said, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you,
so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34-35). This command sums up the
purpose of the church really well. It also indicates a key component to our
witness. We are called to love one another because and how Jesus loved us. This
requires sacrifice and intentionality. When we live up to this command the world
sees a true picture of beauty, grace, and truth. The criticism has been levied
against our church that we do not care. As your pastor, it hurts to hear this. It
hurts because the new commandment of Jesus is really important to me. I want
every person associated with Macon UMC to feel and know they are loved. I want
every person that walks in our doors to feel and know they are loved. I want
members of our community to know they are loved. When we, or I, fail to
accomplish this goal we are falling short of what is expected of us by Christ. We
currently have a group of folks that are thinking, praying and taking action on how
we can show more love and care. This is a big task. They are starting with a
shepherding program with the goal of making contact with every family in the
church monthly. We no longer wish to see people fall away from our congregation
because they feel we do not care. Another area this team is considering is how to
connect those who visit us. This is an important step in terms of adding new life to
our congregation by spreading the good news of Jesus to new people. Finally,
this group is intending to work on ways we can reconnect with folks that have
fallen away from our fellowship. People leave the church for all kinds of reasons.
It is not our goal to chase or attempt to change minds when they have determined
MUMC is not the place for them. But we do seek to bring back those that have
been hurt and are not attending church anywhere else. We do seek to bring back
those that have fallen out of the habit of church. I am grateful for the team that is
working on this critical area of our church. Please pray for their work. You can
also help in the effort in 2 specific ways. First, you can do your part in
communicating love to those you know are a part of MUMC or who have been a
part in the past. Second, you can share your concerns and those you know need
care with the office and/or the pastor.

Paul Howard

Cancer, cousin of Melinda Jones

Charlie Hickman
Cancer, cousin of Melinda Jones

Nell Riechers
Health Concerns,
Pastor Meghan’s Prayer Partner

Hugh Dunn
Recovering from Amputation of Foot

Wayne Helton
Brain Cancer

Vicki Hall
Cancer

Shane Hall
Cancer

Trent Cook
Kidney Failure, Dialysis, Transplant

Jim Cerva
Cancer

Food Pantry Donations Needed:
Sugar, Flour, Ramen Noodles, Chili Beans, Jiffy Muffin Mix, & Adult Toothbrushes

All donations are appreciated!

Attendance & Offering
Summary
February Average

2017

Worship Attendance 166
77
Sunday School
Offering
$5,462

2018
147
64
$4,654

April Birthdays & Anniversaries
1. Stan Grant
2. Shirley Mangelsen
4. Ellen Gehringer
5. Evan Knapp
7. Rhett Pollard
10. Bob Hearrold
13. Reggie Baker,
Scott Nelson

14. Lee & Mindy Jones
(Anniv.)
16. Will Butner
17. Kiley Payton
20. Kim Strange
22. J.W. Haverfield
23. Rayce Truitt
30. Karen Shearer

Tuesday Lunch Time Bible Study

Join us in the Cornerstone Room for a lunch time Bible Study on the 1st, 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month.
Facilitated by Pastor Carl Knapp.

Loch Haven Nursing Home Service

The Loch Haven Nursing Home will have their monthly worship service on
Sunday, April 1 at 2:00 p.m. in the North Activity Room. Everyone is invited!

Serving Team Meeting

The Serving Team will meet on Wednesday, March 25 at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Center.

Macon County Ministries Food Distribution

Macon County Ministries food distribution will be Tuesday, April 17 from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. at
305 Sunset Hills. The office will be closed from 11:45 - 2:00 p.m. so the staff can volunteer at the distribution.

Administrative Council

The Administrative Council will meet Tuesday, April 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the Cornerstone Conference Room.

Women’s Bible Study

Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. in the Cornerstone Room. Facilitated by Mandi Brown.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Spring Rummage Sale - April 13th & 14th

The Serving Team is asking for your donations of clean clothing (Spring & Summer preferred), toys, household
items, garage leftovers, you name it... we will gladly take it!
Donations will be accepted starting Sunday, April 8 (4 - 6 p.m.) in the Worship Center. Monday thru Friday donations
can be left during office hours. On Wednesday, April 11 there will be a special evening drop off time (5-7 p.m.). We
would like to have donations by Thursday, April 12, for us to be ready for selling on Friday morning at 7am.
Once again, we are offering assistance to those that need an "extra hand" hauling their donations to church from their
home. If you need help, don’t hesitate to call the church office or Sherry Robertson (660-651-4698).
Donations should be left just inside the doors to the Worship Center. We ask that items that are sets (clothes, sheets,
toys, etc.) be taped, pinned, or bagged as such, makes it easier for us and sells better.
Rummage sale hours will be Friday, April 13 (7 a.m.- 7 p.m.) and Saturday (8 - 11 a.m.). Last fall we
increased the hours we are open to the public and we feel that increased our sales by allowing buyers more time to
shop. We could use a few volunteers on Friday to work the sale.
If anyone would like to volunteer to help set up, price items, work during the sale, and/or assist with cleaning up
afterwards, please contact Sherry Robertson at 660-651-4698 or sign up on the volunteer sheet located in the
Fellowship Room on the large bulletin board.
We appreciate all the donations we are generously given by our congregation, along with all the volunteers that help
make each sale a success. Money we raise from our sales helps support upcoming mission projects.

Logos

Several people have noticed that our Sunday morning worship attendance has diminished. There are many
reasons for this and they are being addressed. What many do not notice is the increase we have seen in our mid
-week Logos program. Logos is a bit of “Kingdom of God Living in the middle of the week.” We worship, we
play, we eat, and we study. We have a tremendous group of adults that give of their time in service to show
kids what it means to live in Christian Community. Our church bus holds 21 people. We take 2 trips each
Wednesday to pick up kids from school to attend Logos. Other kids are brought by parents. Each week we see
faces we are not seeing on Sunday morning. Some of these folks have no church home and find Logos the best
place to begin a journey of faith. Others do have church homes and find our program a great supplement to
what happens in their lives on the weekend. We celebrate what happens at Logos. You are invited to come
check it out.

Ministry Grant

The Missouri Methodist Foundation serves churches and agencies throughout the state with resources for
ministry. One such resource is Ministry Grants that are awarded twice each year. Macon UMC has applied for
a grant for the spring cycle. If awarded these funds, we will take steps to supplement our traditional worship
service with the addition of multimedia. This change will allow us to use digital technology to communicate
more effectively. We will be able to have a more consistent message between our worship services. We are
excited about how these changes will open up new ways to tell the story of Jesus and connect with new people
in worship. If you have questions about the grant or details about this project please speak to a member of the
Trustees or Pastor Carl.

S.A.C.K.

Church camp is fun! At camp kids, and adults, live in Christian fellowship, make
great friends, and form foundations that build faith that lasts a lifetime. Camp is a
week that transforms lives. Some kids and families make camp a priority and make
plans in terms of schedule and finances to make it a part of their summer. Others
wish to go to camp but find it difficult to fit it into their budgets. Macon UMC has
always been very generous in helping send kids to camp. The Jo-Ota Methodist
Association is launching a campaign called S.A.C.K. This stands for Send Another
Camp Kid. There will be a green donation bag at the church throughout the month
of April to collect donations for this investment in a child’s faith. The church
intends to continue its tradition of giving 50% scholarships to students that wish to
attend camp this summer. The SACK program will be additional funds we can use
to support kids/families that need more than this scholarship amount.

Registration for Camp Jo-Ota
summer camps is available
online. Register before April
15th to receive the Early Bird
Discount. For details about
each of the camps being
offered and more information
on how to register, go to
campjo-ota.org.

Cards for a Cause Fundraiser for the Mission Team

The mission team is participating in a Cards for a Cause Fundraiser to support our summer mission trip and
encourage and equip us for intentionally caring for one another. Boxes of 30 beautifully embellished cards
with matching envelopes are available for purchase in the Fellowship Room on Sunday mornings. Choices
include Thanks & Blanks, All Occasion, or the Kid’s Birthday Box. Each box is just $30 for 30 cards! Thank
you for your support!

Spring Craft & Food Fair
Our third Spring Craft & Food Fair held on Saturday, March 17 was enjoyed by many from our
community. We had 25 vendors selling various homemade items (crafts, jewelry, quilts, stained
glass, pottery, bath bombs and more). Plus we had vendors selling products like Sentsy, Usborne
Books, Mary Kay, Tupperware and others. In addition to the craft show, many of you donated
baked goods (thank you!) and we served lunch to help raise money for our upcoming mission trip
to The Henderson Settlement. It wasn't our biggest show we've had, money wise, but it is still
considered a success as we had a great time visiting with the vendors that set up and the
customers that came in our doors to see what was happening at Macon UMC.

YOUTH RALLY 2018

The weekend of March 9th we hosted
the Annual Youth Rally at Camp
Jo-Ota. The theme was “Masterpiece”
based on Ephesians 2:10. There were 64
youth and adults in attendance.

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers and non-believers in life, in faith, in love, and
in purity.”
1 Timothy 4:12

Meghan’s Musings:

Changes Are Coming!
“Our Youth Ministry exists to reach non-believing students, to
connect with other Christians, to help them grow in their faith, and to
challenge the growing to discover their ministry and worship God with
their lives.”
We want to fulfill this mission better, so the mentors, a couple of
youth, and I met last Sunday for a planning meeting. We have pinpointed
some areas of growth and are working toward making some changes to
our youth ministry.
For the month of April we are going to focus our time and energy on laying some groundwork and rebuilding our group. We will take
a break from our regular weekly program just for the month of April to
allow this work to be done. We will kick off our summer ministry in May!
This will include monthly or bi-monthly events that will focus on fellowship, group building, and service.
In the meantime, some of the mentors and I will continue to be
at Haymakers weekly and buy fro-yo for any youth who would like to
meet with us. We can play a game of cards and have conversations you
want to have. We hope to see you there Sundays at 4:00-5:00pm.
Save the dates for our summer youth activities and watch for
more information in the coming weeks!

Food Packaging Event

In partnership with Kids Around the
World, a non-profit organization
dedicated to impacting the lives of
kids with God’s transforming hope.
June 2 Green City Park
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Volunteers will package rice, dried vegetable, soy and spices
into serving bags that feed six.

We will meet at Macon UMC at 7:30am and will return by 6:30pm.
Meal kits will be sent to Uganda to help support their over 750,000
South Sudanese refugees, the majority of whom are women & children
who fled there following the outbreak of conflict in Greater Equatoria.
Most refugees are heavily dependent on humanitarian assistance. In
the first two months of 2017, over 116,000 refugees have arrived at a
rate of 2,000 a day!

LOGOS: Wednesday 4-6:30 pm
Confirmation: Wednesdays 6:007:00 pm
Sunday School 9:45-10:45 am
Hey, Maker! Fro-yo & conversations
Sundays 4:00-5:00pm at Haymakers.
For the month of April, this is open to
all youth. Join us for a game and
conversations you want to have!
Summer Youth Group
Opportunities:
More opportunities to be added
soon!
May:
4-5: Confirmation Retreat
6: Confirmation Sunday
June:
2: Meal Packing Event in Green City.
Details Below
3: Senior Breakfast 7:00 am with
UMM! Then join the whole youth group
at 5:00-7:00pm for dinner & game
night as we welcome new 6th graders
and celebrate our seniors!
July:
22: VBS Set up
23-26 VBS (Contact Rhonda Linsley to
serve!)
27: Pool Party! Details TBA
August:
July 29-August 4: Mission Trip

Kid Stuff
By Rhonda Linsley

Children’s Ministry Mission Statement

To teach the children to love God, love others and share
that love with the world. To teach the children to memorize
scripture that will affect the way they live their lives.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SHOEBOXES HAVE BEEN DELIVERED

Rhonda Linsley received a phone call February 23 with information about where our OCC shoeboxes were
shipped. The Northeast Missouri region collected a total of 7,525 boxes. Most of the boxes from our region
went to restricted areas. These are areas hard to get to because of political, religious and geographical barriers.
ALSO, Rhonda enrolled us in the Silver Dollar City Challenge for FREE tickets. We shipped out 118 boxes
and have earned FOUR complimentary tickets. If you participated in packing one or more shoe boxes, your
family is eligible to put your name into the envelope provided on Rhonda’s office door. We will draw out two
family names in our next staff meeting, and the winners will be contacted via phone call. The two winning
families will each receive two FREE tickets.
Thank you to our church for your faithful involvement in this life-changing ministry.

ACOLYTE HONOREE

Sunday, March 18, we honored acolyte, Allison Pollard, during the 11:00 worship
service with the presentation of a metal acolyte cross. Allison filled up her first wooden
cross lanyard with beads, and we presented her with a new metal cross to wear with her
acolyte robe. Allison started acolyting in 4th Grade and has served 29 Sundays thus far.
Please join me in congratulating Ms. Pollard on her continued service to Macon UMC.
Children may start acolyting in our worship services upon entering 4th Grade or
upon coming to our church and being of age. We have an annual celebration and training in August for all existing acolytes and any new students who would like to join the
program. Acolytes serve by carrying in the light and the Bible at the start of our service
and then carrying them out at the end of the service, symbolizing the light of Christ and
the Word of God. We currently have 21 acolytes serving in worship, where they also
help with communion and serve as ushers. If you have a fourth grader who wants to join this ministry
program, please call or email Rhonda Linsley at 660-651-1613 or maconumcrhonda@cvalley.net.

Sunday School Attendance Awards were given out on March 11, to those students who did
not miss more than two Sundays during the months of December, January and February. We
had 26 students receiving recognition.
The award this quarter was a coupon from Haymakers for a FREE 6 oz. cup of frozen
yogurt.
The recipients were:
High School: Emilee Butner, Cameron and Evan Knapp
Middle School: Lauren Burdin, Audree, Gracee, Levi, and Will Butner
Grades 3rd-5th: Lindsay Burdin, Abbee Butner, Willow Riegerix, Tyler Robertson & Clayton Smith
Grades 1st-2nd: Evan Burdin, Rylan Cox, Grant & Stan Jones, Joey Robertson, Sarah Smith
Addison Strange and Talyn Tillman
Preschool-Kindergarten: Owen Burdin, Luke Jones and Brylee Strange
Nursery-Toddler Room: Ruthie Riegerix and Paige Strange
2nd Quarter
Attendance
Awards

Rhonda Linsley is also looking for a Sunday School teacher for Grades
1st- 2nd for the months of June and July. If you would like to experience
the joy of teaching the Books of the Bible, using simple hand motions to
help remember what each book is about, please come see her and get
signed up.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CALENDAR DATES:
Sun., April 1
Wed., April 4
Sun., April 8
Wed., April 11
Sun., April 15
Wed., April 18
Wed., April 25
Wed., May 2

Both Services, Children’s Choir Special, “The Cross Has the Final Word”
3:15 - 6:30 LOGOS, Trivia night
9:30 Bell Choir Practice in the large SS Room
3:15—6:30 LOGOS, “Field Trip Night”
Both Services, Children’s Bell Choir Special, “My Jesus I Love Thee”
3:15—6:30 LOGOS, “VBS Night”
3:15—6:30 LOGOS, “Lego Night”
3:15—6:30 LOGOS, “Great Grace Night” - last night of LOGOS

Please be sure to check the
Lost & Found box and the
hanging coats/jackets located
in the Fellowship Hall (Donut
Room). Anything that is
unclaimed will be placed on
the upcoming rummage sale.

Thanks to all our church family & friends for all
the thoughts & prayers during the passing of
Rodney.
~ The Family of Rodney Comstock

Macon UMC Staff: Rev. Carl Knapp, Pastor; Deidre Ritter, Secretary; Rev. Meghan Riegerix, Youth Pastor; Rhonda Linsley, Director of Children’s Ministries;
Custodian, Terri Wright; Beth Dixon, Organist; Audrey Greenwood, Nursery Attendant; Jancin Patrick, Nursery Attendant.
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